New Zealand 

The land

Fact 

Capital: Wellington.

Area: 269,057 km2 
Climate: Mild and rainy. 

Population: 3,430,000

Official language: English 

Currency: New Zealand dollar. 

Religions: most of the people are protestant.

New Zealand lies in pacific ocean  and Tasmania ocean, about 2000 kilometres south-east of Australia. The land is made of two big islands, the north island and the south island. The south island is bigger then the north island. There are also many other small islands around the bigger island. All of New Zealand  islands together are almost like Sweden. 

New Zealand have many big mountains in the South island. The biggest mountain is Mt. Cook it is 3764meteres high. Other high mountains are Mt. Aspiring, 3036 meters. 

In New Zealand you had to go to school from 6 to 15 age but most of the children start school at 5 years old. There are 6 universitys in New Zealand. 

New Zealand are a monarchy. It is the British queen Elisabeth II who is the monarch of New Zealand. For all practical purposes, the nation today has no written constitution of their own. 

New Zealand has managed to solve problems that other countries have, like environmental pollution, poverty and racial conflict. Now they try to make work to women. 

They try to find new countries where they can sell there dairy and meat products. Before Great Britain became a member of the European Economic Community, New Zealand sold a lot of their products to Great Britain. 

In 1952 New Zealand, Australia and the U.S. decided to help each other to defend each other if they were attacked by other countries.  They called it ANZUS. But in 1984 New Zealand decided that they didn’t want to have nuclear weapons in their country. The U.S. didn’t guarantee New Zealand’s security no longer. 

Industry 

Most of New Zealand’s economy comes from farming and animals. There are about 25 times as many farm animals as people in New Zealand. New Zealand sell most of butter, cheese, meat and wool, they sell it most to Australia, Great Britain, Japan and the U.S. 

But nowadays the there are much more factory’s in New Zealand. There are more tourism in New Zealand nowadays too. New Zealand importance machinery, motor vehicles, petroleum, scientific instrument and telecommunication equipment.

New Zealand most important minerals is coal, gold, iron ore, limestone and natural gas. 

About 75 % of New Zealand’s power they get from water power. 

New Zealand has many fruit’s like apples, grape, onions, peas, pears and kiwi. 

people

Most of New Zealand’s people are descendants of British settlers. 

In New Zealand there live about 290 000 Maoris, The Maoris are a Polynesian people. The Maoris came to New Zealand about 1000 years ago. Under the years many of the Maoris have intermarried with people of European ancestry. So many of New Zealand’s people are half European and half Maoris. 

Maoris have 4 of the 97 pleases of House of Representatives in New Zealand. Those 4 can only the Maoris voted in. The Maoris can voted in the other Representatives too. 

The official language in New Zealand is English. Many of the Maoris talk Maori and English.

New Zealand was the first land that let women vote. 

In New Zealand they have a high standard of living. They have all sorts of equipment in their houses. 

New Zealand was one of the first countries to provide social security benefits and old age benefits for the people. 

Today New Zealand has one of the best public health programs.  

In New Zealand there are a man called ombudsman, he investigate complaints from the people in the country. 

The law says that children most go in school from 6 to 15 age. but they have free education to all students up to 19 age. If the children has long from school they get school bus from the government. 

70 % of New Zealand’s families own their own homes. almost every family owns a car. So in New Zealand there are almost like here in Sweden. 

New Zealand do not have big traffic problems. 

the people in New Zealand like to camping, hiking, hunting, skiing and mountain climbing. But somewhat resembles baseball and rugby. 

The Maoris was the first people in New Zealand. They came to New Zealand about 1000 years ago from the Polynesian islands. they came to the island with canoe. 

they lived in isolated villages mainly by fishing and hunting, but later they also became farmers. 

They ware skilled wood carvers and they decorated there houses and canoes. 

In the village all were related to one another. 

The people moved with the seasons to other parts of the land to hunt. In the late summer they travel to the sea to catch and dry sharks for winter food supplies. 

The Maoris called the white man for pakeha. When the pakeha came to New Zealand they try to kill the Maoris. 1840 there ware only 100000 Maoris in New Zealand. And in 1890 there where only 40000 Maoris in New Zealand. Today many Maoris are descendants with European settlers. There are only about 12 % of Maoris people in New Zealand. 

Before the world war II the Maoris lived outside the city’s, usually like farmers. But when the world war II begin more and more Maoris moved to the city’s beakers there ware it easier to get a job and education. Now they are living white the pakehas. But the Maoris are disappointed beakers there culture are not the same. They speak most English on the radio and television. Almost everywhere they speak English. The Maoris want to speak their on languish, and they want there culture and traditions bake. 

Wildlife

Most of New Zealand’s animals comes from other countries. European settlers brought deer, rabbits, cattle, pig and sheep. In New Zealand there are only two native land mammals. They are two species of bats. One of them are a native reptile and it still live in New Zealand, it is the lizardlike tuatara. 

New Zealand’s lakes and rivers are will stocked with salmon and trout brought from other countries. Most of New Zealand’s trees are evergreens and tree ferns. Most of those trees are living in the rainforests where they stand close together. Then the trees grow very tall and straight. The country’s pulp and paper industry depends mainly on the fast-growing. 

New Zealand imported most of there trees since 1900.  
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